Reading
Passage one

Basketball was invented in 1891 by physical education instructor in Springfield. Massachusetts by the name of James Naismith. Because of terrible weather in winter, his physical education students were indoors rather than outdoor.  They really did not like the idea of boring, repetitive exercises and preferred the excitement and challenge of the  a game.

1. What is the main idea of this passage?

A. The life of James Naismith

B.  The history of sports  

C.  Physical education and exercise      

D.   The origin of basketball

Passage two 
During the nineteenth century, women in the United States organized and participated in a large number of reform movements, including movements to reorganize the prison system, improve education, ban the sale of alcohol, and, most importantly, to free the slaves. Some   women saw similarities in the social status of women and slaves. Women like Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucy Stone were feminists and abolitionists. Some male abolitionists, including William Lloyd Garrison and Wendell Philips, supported the rights of women to speak and participate equally with men in antislavery activities. Probably more than any other movement, abolitionism offered women a previously denied entry into politics. They became involved primarily in order to better their living conditions and the conditions of others.

     When the Civil War ended in 1865, the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution adopted in 1868 and 1870 granted citizenship and suffrage to blacks but not to women. In 1869 the Wyoming Territory had yielded to demands by feminists, but eastern states resisted more stubbornly than before. A women’s suffrage bill had been presented to every Congress since 1878 but continually failed to pass until 1920, when the Nineteenth Amendment granted women the right to vote.

2.  With what topic is the passage primarily concerned?

A. The Wyoming Territory

B. The Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments

C. Abolitionists

D. Women’s suffrage

3.   According to the passage, why did women become active in politics?

A. To improve the conditions of life that existed at the time

B. To support Elizabeth Cady Stanton for president

C. To be elected to public office

D. to amend the Declaration of Independence

4.   The word “suffrage” in line 12 could best be replaced by which of the following?    

A. pain 




C. freedom from bondage 

B. citizenship



D. the right to vote

5.   What does the Nineteenth Amendment guarantee?

     A. Voting rights for blacks

B  Citizenship for blacks

C. Voting rights for women

D. Citizenship for women

6.  What  had occurred shortly after Civil War ? 

A. The Wyoming Territory was admitted to the Union.

B. A women’s suffrage bill was introduced in Congress.

C. The eastern states resisted the end of the war.

D. Black people were granted the right to vote.

7. When were women allowed to vote through out the United States?

A. After 1866

B. After 1870

C. After 1878

D. After 1920

Passage three 
      The Acacia is a genus of trees and shrubs of the Mimosa family. Although nearly five hundred species of Acacia have been identified, only about a dozen of the three hundred Australian varieties grow well in the southern United States, and of these, only three are flowering. The Bailey Acacia has fern like silver leaves and small, fragrant flowers arranged in rounded clusters. The Silver Wattle, although very similar to the Bailey Acacia, grows twice as high. The Sydney Golden Wattle is squat and bushy with broad, flat leaves. Named for its bright, yellow flowers, the Golden Wattle is the most showy and fragrant of the Acacias. An other variety, the Black Acacia or Black wood, has dark green leaves and unobtrusive blossoms. Besides being a popular tree for ornamental purposes, the Black Acacia is valuable for its dark wood, which is used in making cabinets and furniture, including highly prized pianos.

      The Acacia’s unusual custom of blossoming in February has been commonly attributed to its Australian origins. In the Southern Hemisphere, of course, the seasons are reversed, and February, which is winter time in the United States, is summertime in Australia. Actually, however, the pale, yellow blossoms appear in August in Australia. Whether growing in the Northern or Southern Hemisphere, the Acacia will bloom in winter.

8. With which of the following topics is the passage primarily concerned?

A. The Black Acacia.

B. Characteristics and varieties of the Acacia.

C. Australian varieties of the Acacia.

D. The use of Acacia wood in ornamental furniture.

9. Which of the following Acacias has the least colorful blossoms?

A. Bailey Acacia

B. Sydney Golden Wattle

C. Silver Wattle

D.  Black Acacia

10.According to this passage, the Silver Wattle

A. is squat and bushy

B. has unobtrusive blossoms

C. is taller than the Bailey Acacia

D. is used for making furniture.

11.Which of the following would most probably be made from a Black Acacia tree? 

A.  A flower arrangement

B.  A table

C.  A pie

D.  Paper

12.When do Acacia trees bloom in Australia?

A. February

B. Summer

C. August

D. Spring
